


The Action Line is an avenue
for complaints, suggestions and
kudos on services provided at
Barksdale. Comments can help
make the base a better place.

Although the Action Line is
always available for use, the best
and fastest way to resolve prob-
lems is through the chain of
command or the organization
involved. 

Individuals are encouraged to
go that route first. If the problem
is still unresolved, call the
Action Line and the appropriate
base agency will address the
problem. Positive feedback
about Barksdale is also encouraged. Please leave a name
and phone number when calling the Action Line as more
information may be needed.

Key Customer Service Numbers

Vision
The 2d Bomb Wing is first ... in peace ...

in war ... to victory!

Mission
Exceptional warriors ready now to pro-
vide responsive, flexible and accurate
bomber combat power and operational
support to warfighting commanders.

Anytime, anywhere.

Vector
Total focus on mission excellence

Work together — take care of each 
other to build trust and teamwork

Offer opportunities for personal and 
professional wellness and growth
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BY COL. MICHAEL MOELLER
2D BOMB WING COMMANDER

Next week, the 2d Bomb Wing wel-
comes Air Combat Command inspec-
tors to Barksdale for a Nuclear Surety
Staff Assistance Visit. Once again we
will demonstrate how well we under-
stand the tremendous responsibility
associated with safely and securely
accomplishing our Strategic Command
mission. 

After that, we will welcome all the
8th Air Force wing commanders and
command chiefs for an 8th Air Force
commanders conference. Then we will
send an operations and maintenance team to Minot
for two weeks so they can train in a major joint ex-
ercise. Our plate is full during the month of
March!

I know how busy the mighty Deuce is — every
day our warriors are out taking care of the critical
tasks that keep the base running or training for
their expeditionary requirements while producing
an incredible amount of B-52 sorties to ensure our
fighting edge is honed and ready. Additionally we
are deploying or assisting our warriors who are re-
turning home from their aerospace expeditionary
force taskings. The battle rhythm of the wing never
slows and rarely allows us to take a deep breath!

My point is that we must focus and refocus on
mission excellence — it is what our Air Force de-
mands and what Americans expect from us. 

As professional warriors, we must ensure we are
not ever distracted from our business of taking the

fight to the enemy anytime, anywhere. We have
chosen a tough profession where the only measure
of success is first place, so staying focused on job
knowledge, compliance and accountability is the
only way to stay on top. There is no room for
those who cut corners or cannot consistently meet
our standards, and we simply cannot afford to tol-
erate criminal behavior.

Make no mistake; Barksdale has an extremely
demanding pace with a constant stream of visitors,
continuous infrastructure improvements and a
heavy maintenance and flying training requirement
for new B-52 aviators, missions and weapons.
However, our primary job is to provide Strategic
Command and the other combatant commanders
with the full range of long-range airpower capabil-
ities. We are now and will continue to be on watch
and ready so we can stay “first in peace, first in
war and first to victory!”

Base plans busy March

Action line: Playground rules
Query: I live in the older houses
near Fairchild Avenue and Bong
Boulevard on the main base. Is
there was a possibility of build-
ing a playground in the open
field area of housing? The new-
er houses on the main base have
a playground area. Why not the

older housing?

Response: There are no plans in
the Barksdale general plan to con-
struct a playground in the area
you describe because it is desig-
nated as specific open space and
must be maintained as such for

the protection of visual effects
and preservation of the historic in-
tegrity of the Barksdale Historic
District. I recommend you use the
playgrounds conveniently located
in the new historically compatible
area and the one located near the
child development center.

Month of activities provides opportunities for success

Don’t drink
and drive!
Call AADD 
456-3344



Operation Nighthawk tests base
STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

In 2001, 2d Lt. Christiane Makela was
one step away from leaving the Air Force.
At the time, she was a staff sergeant as-
signed to the 56th Civil Engineer Squadron
at Luke Air Force Base, Ariz.

She changed her mind and traded her
stripes for gold bars via the Airman
Education and Commissioning Program.

Lieutenant Makela was commissioned
through the Air Force ROTC program at
Arizona State University in 2004 and is
now assigned to the 366th CES at Mountain
Home AFB, Idaho.

“It was an opportunity I couldn’t afford
to pass up,” she said. “I was able to go to
school full time and not have to worry about
financial matters due to the fact that I was
still receiving a regular paycheck.”

The program offers active-duty enlisted
Airmen the opportunity to attend college on
a full-time basis, complete degree require-
ments and earn a commission.

“Airmen selected for this program must
pursue one of the Air Force’s sought-after
technical degrees and join an Air Force
ROTC program,” said Col. Steve Wayne,
Air Force ROTC national commander.

Airmen selected for the program remain
on active duty and are administratively as-
signed to an Air Force ROTC detachment,
he said. Besides full pay and benefits, they
receive a scholarship of up to $15,000 per
year for tuition and fees and an annual text-
book allowance of $600.

Before application begins, interested
Airmen must complete a required amount
of college credits, most of which needs to
be completed in a physical classroom.

Barksdale Airmen interested in the pro-
gram should call the education office at
456-2615 and set up an appointment with
an education counselor such as Mr. Jim
Merryman. Acounselor will discuss options
and requirements about how members can
become accepted in the program. 

The education encourages Airmen inter-
ested in the program to come in and discuss
plans early to expedite the process.

“If an Airman has some school, and the
classes they have taken apply to the re-
quired academic curriculum they can get in-
to the program within two years,” Mr.
Merryman said. “Airmen starting from the
beginning should move quickly. They
should complete their Career Development
Courses quickly, complete their five level,
get involved with the education center and
begin taking classes leading  to their major.”

Mr. Merryman also said that once all of
the requirements for application are met, the
office makes sure all applications are cor-
rect, ensuring a high rate of selection.

Last year, only one Barksdale Airman
applied for the program and that Airman
was accepted, he said.

For eligibility requirements and more in-
formation, visit the education office or go
online to the military-restricted Web site at
http://afoats.maxwell.af.mil. (Courtesy of
AETC News Service)

Program turns stripes to bars, lets
Airmen pursue technical degrees




